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S. French View of World Situation. According to Mr, Draper,
key Frene ocials ve risk of war is no lower
than it was earlier thought to be. The Ambassador believes that
thiavimhmnﬂmlytnldandiamtadnmedinordwtoamm
tmmhn:?h foree goals and a correspondingly high level of US aid
Q . *

6. Problem of German Costs. The Ambassador agreed
thut the British were m‘g Ea ?IEEE from their own resources
the costs of maintaining UK troops in Germany and that the Germans
will be most reluctant to meet thess costs once their o military
build-up begins. He said we could not afford mersly to substitute
German for British divisions, and that soms means will have to be
found which will enable the British to maintain the bulk of their

foroes in Germany. .

7o ThirdeForce Sentiment. The Ambassador doubts that Viestern
Eurcpe can develop sulliolent strength to ocoupy a middle pesition
between the US and the USSR and believes that key officials in
Viestern Furops bellieve that a close association with the US is
necessary for the indefinite future,

8. French Position in Indoshina. The Ambassador believes
that while the French still Tesl they must eventually somshow be
relieved of their present burden in Indochina, they are probably
no closer to a deoision to withdraw than they were six months ago.
He believes that the preatige factor is of overriding impartance
ard that the Frensh realisethat their position in the Far East,
the Near East and in Afrioa would be fatally weakensd in the event
they were to withdraw from Indochina,
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